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was perceived to be made of higher quality parts, longer lasting, and having fewer performance problems than the 
Haitian bicycle.  Participants also indicated they would be more likely to purchase the American-made bicycle. 

11. Effect of Anticipatory Regret on Performance in a Stock Trading Simulation 
Kelly Devine & MariaAnna Serricchio (PSY) 
Bell (1982) defined anticipatory regret (AR) as an affective mechanism by which people attempt to avoid perceived 
bad choices.  Recent studies (Tykocinski, Israel & Pittman, 2004; Lee, Kraeussl & Paas, 2009) have shown that AR 
is likely to cause poor stock trading performance. Thirty undergraduate students participated in a stock trading 
simulation to earn extra credit.  We randomly assigned them to high AR (extra credit contingent upon performance 
trading a “high-risk” stock), moderate AR (extra credit contingent upon performance trading a “low-risk” stock) low 
AR (no consequence for trading the stock) conditions.  An ANOVA showed no performance difference among the 
three AR conditions, however a t-test did reveal that low AR participants performed better trading the stock than did 
moderate AR participants: t (21) = 2.372, p = .014.  Concerns for the future of this research revolve around the 
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26. Public Opinion: Security Assistance or Humanitarian Aid 
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31. Texting-Who’s More Distracted?  
Caroline Metell  (PSY 200) 
The purpose of my project was to see whether males or females texted more while performing other tasks.  The 
prediction was that females were more likely to multitask.  People were observed in various places on campus: the 
cafeteria, Spartan Club, Stadium, and the library.  When people were texting, it was noted whether they were 
performing other tasks.  The observations showed that females do indeed text more often than males at these 
locations.  However the males texted too, but they never texted while in groups, while the females texted regardless 
if they were alone or not. In conclusion, since both genders tended to text while performing other tasks, maybe 
people are all just really busy, trying to keep in contact with people at all times. 

32. Comparative Analysis: Human Diversity Ultimately Affects the Economic Stability in a 
Nation- Case Study: Argentina, Brazil, and Chile 
Melissa Morin (GWA) 
In this comparative study, research is gathered from the demographics of Argentina, Brazil and Chile through the 
CIA World Factbook and other research materials where a comparison has been made to determine whether 
demographics and cultural diversity affect a nation’s political and economic stability. The findings were that 
although cultural variety in each nation can affect the political makeup and the economic value through labor in one 
way, there are other factors that contribute to the success of a nation’s stability. In the case of Argentina, stability did 
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of impoverishment have created a mass movement for change in government. There is no one form of Socialism, 
rather varying degrees based on country specific issues.   

36. The American Parti Pris: The Effect of Political Knowledge on Policy Approval 
Natha
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laundry in pairs or groups. There are several reasons why females remain more attentive to household cleaning 
chores, mostly because of social norms and environmental upbringing. Still, college years are a time when 
adolescents are forced to gain responsibility, so it is only natural to see just as many males as females doing their 
own laundry. 

47. Depressed Mood, Caffeine, and Reaction Times Positive, Negative, and Perfectionistic Words 
Tessa Wimberley, Dr. Jeff Skowronek, & Dr. Mike Stasio (PSY) 
This study examined the effects of depressed mood and caffeine on reaction times to words related to depression, 
perfectionism, and positive emotions. Fifty undergraduate women who were classified as either minimally (n = 28) 
or mild-moderately depressed (n = 22), chewed gum containing either 100 mg of caffeine or no caffeine, and then 
completed a computerized lexical decision task. As predicted, findings illustrated that students experiencing 
depressed mood had significantly faster reaction times to word stimuli related to depression and perfectionism. No 
differences were found with positive emotion words. Caffeine increased reaction times across all 4 word categories, 
but only for students without depression. Caffeine actually appeared to slow reaction times for students experiencing 
mild-moderate depressed mood.  

About the Conference 
The University of Tampa Undergraduate Research Conference allows students to present original, 
empirical research within any area of the disciplines represented by the College of Social Science, 
Mathematics and Education. The first conference was in April 2006 and has been held annually since. At 
the third event held in April 2008, prizes for the best posters were awarded. The fifth event (April 2010) 
saw a wider representation of posters from across the college. 
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