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Paint Solvents  Use Onsite  

�x Ensure a Safety Data Sheet [SDS] is available prior to use of product.  Read SDS for 
special precautions during use and to ensure personal safety equipment is on hand. 

�x Solvents are FLAMMABLE and can not be stored near an ignition source (spark or 
flame) or oxidizing agents such as bleach, nitric acid, and peroxides. 

�x Flammable liquids must be stored in flammable liquid storage cabinets or other 
approved designated storage areas when not in use. 

�x Prior to initiating work, ensure that there are adequate paper towels, spill control 
pillows, or other appropriate absorbent materials on-hand in the event that a spill 
occurs.  

�x Review the work area for possible ignition sources.  Live electrical circuits, electric 
sparks, propane torches,
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�x If the spray paint can is empty, it can be placed in the trash.  

�x Aerosol containers that have usable paint may be taken off-site for use on another job.  
If the paint container is not usable (i.e. the valve stem is broken) it must be labeled as 
“waste aerosol”, dated and given to UT facilities for proper storage and subsequent 
disposal. 

How to Dispose of Empty Oil-Based or Latex Paint Cans 

�x In a place that is protected from rain, leave the can open so that it can dry completely.  Dry 
your paint brushes, rollers and cloth in a similar manner before placing them in the trash. 

�x You can add dry absorbent [an example latex paint hardener brand is Homax Waste Away 
Paint Hardener available at Home Depot, Lowe’s and paint supply stores] or kitty litter for 
either latex or oil based paint for paint containers that have too much paint in them to 
harden in a timely manner in order to accelerate the hardening process.   

�x Wet paint cans may NOT be disposed of in the trash. 
�x Leave the lid off the paint cans when the cans are placed in the trash so that the hauler can 

see that they are empty.  
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