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Congratulations class of 2020 ! 

It is a great honor to be your keynote speaker today ! 

My faculty colleagues and I are so proud of you ! 

You have finished all of your homework, turned in your essays and presented your 

final projects at the University of Tampa.  

As a mathematics professor, I don’t mind celebrating with you that you may have 

taken your last math class! 

Enjoy your day, enjoy your week, …. Celebrate for as long as you can ! 
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The final chapter in on taking action. 
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Edward Lorenz is the father of chaos theory. Chaos theory 

has implications for many fields to include mathematics, but 

perhaps the one most relatable after four years of living in 

Florida, is the unpredictability of weather systems. 

Lorenz hypothesized that the motion created by the flapping 

of a butterfly’s wings in South America could lead to a 

tsunami on the other side of the world.  This is known as the 

butterfly effect.  

Small acts of kindness, good deeds, that you do on a daily 

basis, create a domino effect that travels across space 

- You touch one life, improve one person’s day and they 

in turn pass that positivity on to someone they 

encounter – and the joy spreads exponentially. 

The positive impacts of your actions also spread through 

time – setting into motion positive events that happen in the 
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future.  When I think back on how I made it from that small 

town in Georgia to be with you today - one of the greatest 

honors of my lifetime, I am reminded of the countless acts of 

kindness and support by others that propelled me forward – 

from my undergraduate mathematics professor who called the 

financial aid office to have my scholarship extended by a year 

when I found out it was only meant to cover three years, 

to my neighbor at Ft. Hood who took my son to daycare when 

my babysitter moved suddenly and I had a one-hour commute to 

graduate school.  

Small acts of kindness that had an outsized punch and kept me 

in the game. 





 

 

 

 

 

 

Get out there and live an extraordinary life !!! 

Congratulations class of 2020!  


	Congratulations class of 2020 !

