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restored. Javi is our miracle child as he has made a complete recovery and is 
finishing his studies this Fall at FSU. 

I share this with you all today as many of you will be tested in life in many 
different ways. Some of which you may understand and much of which you will 
not. I believe what helped me through this tsunami of hardships was the very 
faith, hope and perseverance that my parents had instilled in me so many years 
ago. 

I truly believe that with God, all things are possible, and you need to always have 
hope that things will get better and persevere until they do. 

My late father had a poem that he gave to us when we were very young. He 
always stressed the importance of having resilience and perseverance. I will share 
this poem with you all today. It is called “Don’t Quit.” 

When things go wrong as they sometimes will, 
When the road you’re trudging seems all up hill, 
When the funds are low and the debts are high 
And you want to smile but you have to sigh, 
When care is pressing you down a bit, 
Rest, if you must, but don’t you quit. 

Life is queer with its twists and turns, 
As everyone of us sometimes learns, 
And many a failure turns about 
When he might have won had he stuck it out; 
Don’t give up though the pace seems slow – 
You may succeed with another blow. 
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