
    
      

              
          

               
                  

                
                

             
          

             
              

   
                   

           
             

               
              

              
                

          
   

            
              

           
               

              
   

           
              

             
                 

            
           

     
   

              
             
            

                  
                 

           
   

College Dean Commencement Addresses 
College of Arts and Letters/David Gudelunas 
Congratulations to everyone from the College of Arts and Letters receiving a degree today. I am 
incredibly proud of your accomplishments and I am equally proud of your perseverance. I am 
speaking to you today from the Charlene and Mardy Gordon Performance Gallery in the new 
Ferman Center for the Arts. I am so happy we were able to open this amazing new building in 
time for your last semester at UT, even if we didn’t have all the doorknobs until, well, we may 
still be waiting. The music students know what I’m talking about. Never mind, the beauty of this 
space is more than architectural, it is intellectual and even at times spiritual. It is a place that 
brings together philosophers and artists, dancers and musicians, filmmakers and 
communicators, actors and writers. It is a place where creativity is currency and a place where I 
hope you will continue to come back to long after you graduate. 

You don’t need me to tell you that this is an unusual time, and this is an unusual way to mark a 
significant milestone like commencement. It really does make me alternately sad and angry 
that so much of your senior year experience was impacted by a global pandemic that was 
especially hard for those of you that like to sing and act and just generally be in close 

here in the College of Arts and Letters – you told stories and conveyed meaning through dance, 
music, film, emerging technologies, speeches, languages, poetry and prose. What I think is so 
important and so incredibly valuable about the work that you’ve done toward your degree 
is tell stories that matter. 

I think that sometimes students who studied in the College of Arts and Letters think of 
themselves as a bit outside the mainstream. We often times think about writers or artists or 
intellectuals as the quintessential outsider, that person on the margins of culture looking 
in. My mentor in graduate school used to say “art is what real people do in their spare time 
and spare people do in their real time.” Artists are people on the cultural reservation who 
stand apart form a culture in order to critique it. 





   
                

  
 

Now go out there and do good. More than ever, we need your creativity, your passion, your 
commitment. 
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